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Student Chapter of the Society of American Foresters 
Canoe Trip 
by Gretchen Holstein 
In the fall, eight members of the Soci-
ety of American Foresters ventured up 
north to Steamboat Rock, Iowa, where we 
tested out our survival skills. We camped 
overnight at a county park just outside of 
Steamboat that had the scenic Iowa River 
running through it. The night was spent 
sharing stories around the campfire of old 
times and ideas of where each of us 
thought we were heading in our lives. As 
the night progressed the talking slowed, 
as one by one, we burrowed into our tents 
for a good night's rest before our true ad-
venture began. 
We anxiously awoke for our day of 
canoing to a glorious fall morning. As the 
sun came up over the trees it highlighted 
all of the colors of the changing leaves. 
The river was flowing smoothly and car-
ried our canoes swiftly over the water. On 
occasion, the more daring of the canoe-
ists would steer off to the side where a tree 
had fallen out over the water and find a 
way to maneuver around it or under it. 
Not always did the plans work out but it 
did throw some excitement into the trip. 
At lunch time we pulled our canoes over 
to the side where there were big rock 
37 
outcroppings. We climbed to the top of 
the cliffs, exploring the area and realizing 
where Steamboat Rock got its name. At 
the top there was a huge buck that 
pounced off when we surprised him. We 
made a campfire, and Jeremy Cochran 
had his first smore over a fire. When ev-
eryone had gotten enough rest, even 
though Pete Smith was still soaked from 
his canoe spill, we ventured on. 
The whole day was a relaxing break 
from the hustle and bustle of school. We 
floated along, soaked in the sun, admired 
the beautiful colors of trees that outlined 
the river and most importantly, enjoyed 
one another's company. 
Participating foresters included: Rob 
Rubsam, Traci Eldridge, Pete Smith, Joel 
Skelley, Robb Jackson, Gretchen Holstein, 
and Chris Feeley. We all thank Chris much 
for organizing the trip by utilizing his 
"connections". We had a riot! 
Praise makes good men 
better and bad men worse. 
-Thomas Fuller 
